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fifrom the Top! ® A Few Words from an SCRC National Officer

A few words from: Bill Presley, SCRC National Officer
Membership Director.
AMy first bike was #rynoldbd®6ltiookaHot N oelc

of promises to my Dad before | convinced him to allow the purchase
It was a Puch that was made in Austria&s ol d at Sear
iAt 13, I found out that
be cured. | took my first overnight bike trip in 1963 with all my fishing
gear strapped t &itwas enlyl50 mileslaway bramk
home to my aunt's house. That was the start of my addiction to
riding.o ] ] e
ioOver t h
I've owned several
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X rlrmmmrl
motorcycles, but |

took a break in

75

s

riding so that 1 E&*
could raise kids. In | 2=
July 2000, IR :'r{_'

married Nelda &
the first real thing
that we did (after
the honeymoon, of
course) was buy a SRS
Victory motorcycle

& join the e e s 2 - N

Southern Cruisers. We had heard about the SCRC from another
Victory rider.o

fJoining the Southern Cruisers

my life, after my wife, kids & grand kids, of course. In the SCRC, we
have met friends from thousands of miles away & have ridden with
many of them. The Southern Cruisers Riding Club is a network of
friends & extended family that were brought together due to the love
of riding & stay together due to the friendships. The members that
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i Al on g -1yrs vith the SCRC, | have had the pleasure of
serving the members in different levels. My first position was serving
the local members as 1% Officer. I've served as Alabama State
Offrﬁ;er member of theL %c\)‘ard of Directors, Chairman of the Board &

ational Me mber ship
pleasure to serve in these positions & it is all due to the wonderful,
fa%ulous & great members who are the soul of the Southern Cruisers.

mo uldnit CTyamKR YolNSCRMWVAetbefs Nyoudafk dne Botel &%yBu ate @ feasén©
ub,

si mpl e,
t hei

are the best ridi c |
Presl ey &iskaefeep. 0Oi t

good, the roads

that we
€8y Bill
ALife is

ng
ar e

B r Hamreerofi Mat hi s

Soé how many checks did
I wr o&trever ot e several é |
for the first month or so of a new year. Guess that is why | use plastic
(VISA) most of the time.

I usually make at | east
does not make any. But, this year, it is opposite T | have not made

fiHammer Timeo b y
you

Di

wr it
a m-yeargylealr 10

& MArmcedNE w

o n e & did not even consider any. l/we have had toomany it hi ng

going on right now for me to think about it much. Anyone got a New

weather) i in the early part of the month, 49 of the 50 U.S. states had
fresh snow at one time. Florida was the only state that did not qualify.
| thought that was pretty cool (no pun intended).

Cc

Year 6 s rfersne? Sendimeane-mai | € maybe |
, next month.
One interesting fact in January

W28 woPd8 &im R dp fof Brftiant cBDeeSshowh kdbithel bid t S

in the garage & get out the sleds! Unless you got studded tires for
your bike & are into ice-racing/ As 6waved after
goes across the USA, | wondered if there was gonna be a break in
the action to slip in a ride. But our break finally came right near the

6wa

dofJ f Ok h
you haven't met are |ike old frigzg%?;sanu?rhate y8lrj wi Ia So(r)n%e nywme/et.ct))
fil d e c ietitecedrly & enjoy the pleasures of riding, so on July g o me mp elrag Sduthern Cruisers! And so are Yould You W
5, 2005, | signed retirement papers at the company | worked for. The ecognize me when you see meé | a
next day, July 6th, | packed my luggage & strapped it to my patch on the bGrckb ofome wiersdd oHiamn

motorcycle & headed out from Alabama on one fantastic adventure
that was on my "Bucket List". | rode to Chicago to the beginning of
- the old "Rt 66 - The Mother Road"

A Growinq SCRC Nation - New SCRC Chapters

Aa&compl eted it in wda)(u
4 Ui f ) Send ngr o toc&am/\rwlpcome to these new
filn C_a \tornta, Lalle L|V|hgst%n SCR&’#SE)GhOnaIaska Texas
Southern Cruisers from different 1% Officer  Clay Kesinger
M chapters & attended the SCRC
"Left Coast Rally" at Lake Topaz, Stockbridge SCRC #546 Stockbridge, Georgia
“NV, where Southern Cruisers %ﬁlcerl James Skidmore
“from several states & Canada Bufofd*Pam SCRC Chapter #547 Buford, Georgia
came together for a fantastic 5 g 1% Offiger i Tom Carter, 2" Officer Alex Garcia
_days of party time & great ST
_ SN . mountainous 1 dl hyEcge State Officer (STO) i in Washington
With SCRC friends in California AThen | zigzag ongrat g uPoBaleérte/o DB & K ofir for 2 S

every western state in the USA so
that | could catch some of the most perfect roads & scenery, plus ride
the Pacific Coast Highway. | met & rode with Southern Cruisers along
the way when time permitted. | rode on into Canada, destination
Victoria, & rode with some of our members there. WOW! what great
fun that was. | finally arrived back home in Alabama after 32 days &
11,348 miles of pure riding pleasure. This trip taught me that the
Southern Cruisers are the same family &f r i end s
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everywhere

posmon in Washington! She is a member of SCRC Seattle-Eastside
Chapter.368.

'you go. o0

Newsletter hosted by: B r u cdemm@ro

Mat |



NSoa

www.southerncruisers.net
news@southerncruisers.net

Meet an SCRC 1° Officer (FO) i in Texas

Meet J o d iTeumpero  Or | a&°h @fficer of Houston, Texas
Chapter #49:

fHello fellow Southern Cruisers! | bought my first bike in February
®6 as a 50" birthday present to myself. | had never ridden a bike
before in my life, but decided | wanted to do something different for
my big 5-0! | had always enjoyed riding as a passenger, but never
dreamed | would actually operat
i t ldow I could ride whenever | wanted & di dno6t have
invited to ride WITH someone. So out | went in search of information
on what | should buy & how | was going to learn to ride it!

| never told

about it because | was

certain they would =
think | lost my mind.
With 7 kids in my

family, we did do some = v
crazy things over the A €
years, but this was 555 ’ :

considered very unlike G4
somet hing |™

| decided on a
brand new 2006 Silver -
Suzuki Boulevard C50. Since | had no clue how to ride, | had the
bike delivered to my house. The man that delivered it had to ride it
up my driveway & park it in the garage for me € . |
get a good laugh over this. After riding in my subdivision, the school
parkinglot&vent uring out on fAbig
decided | needed to find more people to ride with.

| ran across the Southern Cruisers in an online search. | would
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1300R last year & have put another 10,000 on it. Yes, you could say
| love to ride!!!

To top off my
Chapters were awarded our 2011 Texas State Reunion in September
2011 &i t  wi || be held right her e
join us!!!  http://www.scrctexasreunion2011.com/

esc®clClenddr coul dnét stop thinking

T T
Lis%ed Befolv is thte 0SCF?Ceevents on the 2011 SCRC calendar:
http://www.airsetpublic.com/AirSet.jsp#app.CalServe+gi.taGnyWwQUzIN v.month

If you plan on having an SCRC
gettindo! Contact Bubba Prescott
February 18 i Mardi Gras Ball i Mobile, Alabama
February 18-19 1 fChilly Willy Fun Runo - Montgomery, Texas
March 4-5 7 fLos Moras Runoi Bracketville, Texas
March 25-27 i fSavannah Invasionoi Savannah, Georgia

April 371 Nort hs@rouies ifin 6 of ©Annual PoRer Ren i
Louisiana

April 97 Chapter 63 St Jude Benefit Concert i Lexington, Kentucky
April 15-17 7 Florida State Rally i Pensacola, Florida

April 16 T Ouachita Mntns Chapter 51 Poker Run i Poteau,
Oklahoma
April 29-May 17 N C Spgting Gatheringdi Asheboro, North Carolina

Aépril Eg-May 17 Vi r g Meei &GreBtoi Chester, Virginia
C K. r"tE' o W !
May 7 i fCruisin for a Cure0- Kansas

r o a dMapl13-154 Ceniral Stateg Regiepal Rigednyi Het griings, AR me

May 14 7 Chapter 63 St Jude Poker Run i Lexington, Kentucky
May 14 i fCruisin for a Cured Pensacola, Florida

te sap thay the TexdsBouytheastu d

i n

a |

eV
A

ff

read all the figoings ono posted vaypo-22h Kisslssippi Sthte Rafly Tikéour@ Mg t he di
chapter web sitesé.l finally&rdeghbsdysl \¥ohs rbedke wiidmsfbR Mkyatd

with the Houston Chapter. My first ride was to Yankees Tavern in el . N ] e

Carlos, TX, for the Annual Hawaiian Shirt Ride in July 2006. What a bilEhy 2T 2L S_CR(_: SR B ] [ =StTimg; \./|rg|r.1|a

bl astéand the people, they wer eJungdRiv@alifeniaSiate Rallyieakhurst{aljornia a d a
passion for riding. These p e oJpnk 857 Weanessee Gtate Rally laCogkeviletTN al | é. L OL!

Everyone was so nice, | kept coming back!
could & every meet-up with other chapters.
In November 2006, | was asked
i f | 6d l'i ke to
Director for our Chapter. You see,
| have a gift to gab & | would talk to
~everyone that would listen to me,
about the Southern Cruisers. In
November 2007, | was asked to
become Houstonés
to which | proudly accepted! |
continued to ride to every SCRC
event, rally & ci ty |
@ coul dnét get eno
fun times | was having with these
fantastic folks everywhere | went.

In December 2008, I
graciously accepted the First
Officer position & it has been one
fantastic ride after another for me!!!

This month, February 2011, is my 5th year since | bought my
first bike & will be my 5th year with Southern Cruisers Riding Club,
the absolute best riding club out there! | put 60,000 miles on my
Boulevard in 4 years of riding with SCRC. | bought a Honda VTX

| went on every ride |
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June 47 fRun to the Sundi Wilmington, North Carolina
June 41 VA Pify Iron Run 5000- Virginia

June 9-11_5[ Kenwlcky SCRC Staﬁe_RaIIy i Morehead, KY
t\lluene 117- ? fFun E%urplg'r eB(rad?ord,lvﬁginia

June 24-26 7 firennessee Ridge Runneroi Johnson City, TN
July 2-47 Fais-Do-Do i Lafayette, Louisiana

July 15-17 7 Georgia State Rally i Commerce, GA

ngy 22& New En%ia_nd Rendevous i Barton, Vermont
Julyezgf ] ,_rq}‘rezg [a es (%a%hrering i Sterling Heights, Michigan

JuI¥?9-3l_)'[ffgdiana State Rally i Columbus, Indiana

co LAUQGSQ i) ‘Mjrg"irii‘aLﬁgine SCRC Rally i Lynchburg, Virginia
‘@R CCatud ®li htoeof oNa td o @ uMoent&ra | |

uAgigi1sd i &
|~ Home, AR

Sep‘{i_‘ ; $'|':lﬂ' exas State Reunion i Houston, Texas

Oct 7-8fimiRun for the Borderoi Del Rio, Texas

Nov 4-6 i fPeanut Festivaldi Dothan, Alabama
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Meet an SCRC State Officer (STO) i _in Louisiana

Meet Andy McFarland, SCRC STO for Louisiana. He is STO over
9 chapters & 16 1st & 2nd Officers.

AfiHell &m Andy McFarl and, me mber
#239, in Lafayette, Louisiana. Going back in time |
remember finding the name Southern Cruisers on the
internet after buying an

ASoaring@ Eagl
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begins. If a party is not there we will bring one with us. One of the
biggest parties & social events of every year is the SCRC National
Rally. Thewife&l have attended every one

BFN t hQ4, A cldagsdadyght at Wameg star. Needless
to say | was really 0ho okl ¢odkdevetyy
riding course available in the area. Motor Cop & Of f i cer Tr a

@wmnd HWAlkhs SEPFNet berc agniegame ahgod s e |

many years since | last sat in the seat of a fri end of ours.o
motorcycle - probably 25 or more. As a member Af®e of the things | wildl never f
of the Southern Cruisers, | cannot begin to o f bad habits, not 4 yrs of expe
count how many @R&eéecpnees d oevce omert | i ves more than once. 0
friends with over the years. Many of these Al current.l r-GCdieda (Haarrlag §bme :
people | now see more than my owgoﬁ@@ﬁ.diaMm¥§@yﬁtm@e il f Mama air
iSi x months after | joined the halpplyo. I WashaskedtcbykeReap' deegac(eRO |

the time) to step up to 1st Officer. At the time the chapter had 14
members. Within 1-1/2 yrs, the chapter outgrew four meeting spots!
This is a very good problem to
i Wh i | eng as &st Qfficer of the Acadiana Chapter, | was asked
to serve a term on the SCRC Board of Directors. This was truly an
experience | will never regret. | served on the Board for a 3-y r

AfAfter serving about 6 yr s ostep
down. After stepping down as
& Richard Krause if | would consider taking the reins of the STO
position. | must admit, it was somethlng I knew would be exciting,

- but something |
really had to think
over. After a
couple weeks |
accepted the

challenge.
Currently, our state
has 10 Chapters &
525 members. |
must say,
'8 L ouisiana has
some of the best
1st Officers a STO
could ask for. A
greater group of
guys & gals cannot
be found. More
than once we have heard that when Louisiana arrives, the party
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Stolen Billje Story i Part 3

h=ave

Okiyou have read where | was fhar
looks like mine. And also where the wife of the owner came to my

t erNpysegdi nt errupt ed Souwivovdi.ewi ng of

We | | in early June 610, we wer e
Monday night when we spotted a bike the same color-scheme as
fSophiad0 (and the stolen bike). It W
where the Goldwing Riders club holds their monthly meetings.

So wRrincése0 & | ) turn into the par

slowly circle by it in the cage a couple of times. | can tell from the

ot her ownerd6s pics & description
t ePrinces0 it i s not his bike.

BUTé t hen, a olittle devilo (he ¢
on my left shoulder.

AfPssssst! o he whispers, iSomeone
you rode to town on fASophiao. The
favor i regardlesswhoitis&who is riding it.?o

| stop the car in front of the bike contemplating what | had just
Afohear do. Should 1?2 or s h o u li dhisl
might actually be the stolen bike, right?

But , I deci dteasfuodonsidevigittb ut i

Anyway, later | called J.T. (the owner of the stolen bike). And found
SuPit wés him 4t e meStih ribliffg §he bike! I laugh8d? Hieth&i9ounk

1 Sglrepl&bbd his St&eh bike With Wribther ke it &hd had® Bundlitin sE K S |

Texas.

The day after he & his wife had came to our house (grrrrr -
fl ashback $ufvivomi!s)s i nhge thad sett l&ed

went absearchind.
On a er note, he also told me the local police had purchased
some from his stolen bike including the repair manual he had

gotten” with itbwhen purchased. It was verified repair manual was his
beoause he*&ﬁthe previous owner (also local) had written notes in the
man,ua] The’i’p andwrltlng was compared & matched.

>They had purchased it on E-b ay & got it from a supposedly
chop® *shop il in Tulsa (about 25 miles away). But they could not prove
i t& vgerfe not getting cooperation from the Tulsa Police Dept. i yet!
But the moose for the crook(s) is getting smaller.

Eivrnal wchapter t o c 0ome next mo r
ﬁ-|ammeroj\/|a t h iGsalé some wind, Hammer!
Newsletter hosted by: Br u cdemm@ro = Ma t |
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Meet an SCRC Regional Officer (RO) i Southeast U.S.A.

Thi s mont hoés regi on aBlA.0o fMaird & rn:,
Southeast RO. His region covers 5 states & 134 chapters: Alabama
(29), Florida (33), Georgia (29), North Carolina (25), & South
Carolina (18).

AiHel |l o to all/l my
name is Barry Martin i fB.AO t o
close friends. | am the Southeast RO
now for around 18 months. My wife,
Tammy Martin, is currently the 1% Officer

Sout £
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several things in road
CORSHUSHN @Basr r y

First: Gravel & sand! Seems
like they use a lot of this in
Ok | ah o &kave it on the
goadway der"éQrﬁiafFeWey i1
(or add) to a road.

Second: When they remove
the lines & alter the lane path,
they #fAdigo out

of Southeast Al abamad e r # 1 3thed surface of the roadway.
iwe have an 602 bl dwi ngMang b the areas this

black-c herry Gol dwi ng, . om &aprensy dng leave large o -

VTX 1300. 0 gouges in the road. If your motorcycle tire is narrow, it will get caught
il accepted the position tausel (N _' no jing out of it!

the club is looked upon in a good light & members are
doing all they can to make the club a safe & enjoyable experience. |
i ke

the fact that St.

P

al so |

’l

fl have been an SCRC member for around 9-yrs. My last position
was 2" Officer in Chapter 013 in Dothan, Alabama. | joined SCRC
because | liked the structure &s af ety mi nded natu
Al st art e-bikes atdniearly agen Myfirst road bike was a
Honda 350 - around 16-yrs of age. | have been riding motorcycles for
over 40-yrs. In all, | 3 j T

have logged over
1/2-million miles in
that time. | have
owned Hondas,
Yamahas, &I
Harl eys. 0o

i My favort

is any that is in the |

Jude

for

Third: Al ways sl ow ani mal sé
reven natﬁye. Y\/hen barrilcade?ls are in place, the animals have no
es%ape oute c@\ﬁill run alongd fem until they find a way to get

through to the other side of the road. They can end up getting hit by a
cageré or you. Either way, the

Fourth: In closing, also when in construction zones, use extreme
caution when you have to ride through them. There are many
obstacl es i nenlewwdkierrg 0fi r(wpketoeprl e gawk
going on) & hitting the brakes hard. So leave plenty of room between
the cages & other riders. & you should be able to pass through just
fine.

Pay attenton & be safe so you
media. Keep the rubber on the road & have fun!

Special thanks to Mike Sumter, Will Rogers Chapter 159, for these

o ut

donot bec

mountains & hasi !

many curves such safety tn

as: GA 348, NC§ he=y

Snake, VA Blue ﬁl&{ﬂfrt LOesValentinebs Day

Ridge Parkway, & ° Bi™F 1y.4 ik d o Whité Weddingin.g i Mege di | say mor

OK Tali-Mena Scenic i "5 the walls are shaking!

Drive.o pu g “together Valentineds Day
i My Ifeavsotri te would be the Devi IhespitaliiWiggle wigdlee- 2a fstt eerp st &leaungitictotsemetbiagr K .

Mostly because itisnearamine&af t er it rains i solidiotherthanfhewat). bog ri deo

with all the trucks dragging mud [gump& R to 5e8 Ayfbrother & hi s si deki ¢k Crazi To

Cajuno , ';st,a‘andi ng in my kitchen grinn

Safety Tip i Caution! Road Construction Ahead

With all the road construction going on now days | thought this
might be a good time to remind you all of a few standard ideas.

|t doesnodt matter h-oou need w evatch foru

Page 4 of 7

Hi-{‘my name is Jessica Eugenia Hart (Jay to my friends). | live
alone.:ANDI'my brother, Justice, is starting to be a pain in my
backside="

rﬁD.’-ﬁ gt ggesticel! o | yell over th
&tu*{ng'i’t down. #Alf you dondt stop
Newsletter hosted by: Br u demm@rd = Ma t |
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fHart [e®essWVal ent i(rceois 6Dy 1)The Southern Cruisers Riding Club considers safety to be the
AWhat areg yba doinlJay?d he i nt emestifproant feguyesfanyuigesGjvenythe nature of the club’s
need to turn that crap down or yiea stugure gand fhatmempesship in the SERG ig yolgntary;jatf ¢

come in.o no time does the SCRC accept responsibility for any rider's
ACrap? You did NOT just cal l Bi l qc ns 0'&1'8‘* ofcagtlgn bgforngL{rlr]g orGaJt?raﬁQﬁt SaBety |
inf matlon can cated site:

ointing at the door.
s : http //southerncruisers.net/newriding.htm

fGeeze Loui se! VeBdldoil s ainty anlyt’?h) y o

Aiout, Justice! And take vyour Ea@htlndl\éduafrl,dqué1pa%)resgpn9@blefory0u_ And next
you come over you better knock b e fapP dafly op&dting th@irMehicle i acordance with all applicable

fi did knocké but you didnot a n s Wrederal, State dnd local st my Alittle frie
because he had a proposition for you & your stupid holiday crap. But b) Making sure that they and their vehicle are un-impaired, and
I guess weoll just be on our way n oawecQrrently functioning safely.

ATo is stildl s t -anovdwith @ puizlad ldokom hik i t ® HMaking sure that they can perform and maneuver safely in the
face. riding environment that they are in. Should they be not 100%

AWhat kind of proposition? You ar eSurg gftheif abjiy H]?thetcwrenlt ride, they mystyremove g ¢
| told you |I dondt need a man. 0 themselves from~the situation. At all tlmes each rider must

~ . . . e within their capabilities.

?

r~1 Wh at 2 And h e:ms.e BLEGT A 51 c_mw_ TED dp e%tl'ono(a) - (c) above and thus, ultimately, their own safety,

ATO pul |l s é&nfiexes his moscles.lHe stands in his best actions and/or lack of action.
Mr. Universe pose for a few seconds with his arms up, & then he ) _ ; )
fol ds t hedénfinaly one é & one down. He starts walking It is the duty of every rider to make sure the environment is safe for
like an Egyptian. themselves as well as for other riders. In doing so, every ride will be

I grin. Thenlstart to | augh. The ﬁCaj%sRaéeas‘pgssiQ{erazy! iokay, what 6s
the proposition?o

il want to take our chapter bac3CREMembrlalePageur si ng home, 0 ATO expl a
Al think we should get a ride goiyigti0o tthaek esctrRice melmb rfi @l k pagyemwe gf |
&visit again.o stories. They are absolutely awesome! Check them out at:

ATO, you can gHbonieo atnhyet i Nwer syionug wwavascreniemdrial.eex pl ai n.

iYeah | knowé but this is diff elthaveposteddyothes menbrialipoen. Esjoy! Réflect RemémbeRo s i
Rosesintown&s he needs hel p. o

il already have a job,o0 | say. AEND OFROAEO

= th 1
iBut not on Sat ur ldnaegn, sheFoedidruseatney en | ﬁomele to the en of the road, and the smfjg has set for me,
S

extra helpanall. Andifl get her some VOI“ntelﬁ/éntn P e e .

. . fhagl
to give me a carnation for every yis§ aﬂt@%ﬁ?m%gtéoloh aendrléﬁl%mﬁh%uPh%aqu'o%a%w So

volunteering.o Remember the love that we once shared, Miss me, but let me go.

AO0kay, sayawe deettftihee flowers. | gbptisdstajoltiepdl mulst@akeDPafid ehch Bust go alone.
only one who has to go & deliver them & make arrangements to be It is all part of the Master's plan, a step on the road to home.
there&get everyone gathered up.o When you are lonely and sick of heart, go to the friends we know.
AfThatds not a problem, 0 ATO s ayAndburfiyoursofrowsimdbisig gdod dekds, Misstme - bBtdetime.go. A n ¢
said hedéd c&al ét eveemokeow about the plan. IGeodge Moadels o
going to call the NursingHome &get it arranged. 0o
i Wo w! Youdve beenwhatimetdh eneed aolbe . ~5SH o, a Motorcycle
t h ? 0 )
~ ‘Ie rA le | © . K N I didn't write this - a friend emailed it to me. But when | read it, |
r~1 0 prc R you u p - 0 . knew that it would be the best explanation to that age old saying
ANo way. Ioll drive myself.o abodtyridingé "1f | have to explai
fiwWeather permitting 106m taking tddeTheeoscchidtand thenfther¥ i@ €oRl brea mBtbréy@e. ¢told Mi ¢
even let you drive it down the bdnGfbtordele is like being beaten with cold hammers while being
That 6s better. Finally a Val e n kickell eithsoldDeots.. atbbne bruismg a@lt. tThe wind'srbig hands o

iwhat time did you say youdd be dJg@eezesihd leatput of kny body &uwhiskdt away; caught in a cold
AiTO grinned. fiSee you at 8: 30 AQrtobesiaif ihe grops don't even feel like water. They feel like

Submitted by: A.J. Ryan, Northeastern Oklahoma Chapter 7 shardsgofisharp bone fallen from the skies of Hell to shred my face. |
' expect o.arrive with my cheeks & forehead streaked with blood, but

that's just’.an illusion, just the misery of nerves not designed for

SCRC 1011 No. 6 - Safety highway speeds.
Ti me to Gafetydt sedbei din of t he S CRI@spitEthie;&'s hiartl to give apnmy indiorcgcle in the fall & | rush to
month. Here is the 1% part: get it en:the'road again in the spring; lapses of sanity like this are

commoen ameong motorcyclists. When you let a motorcycle into your
life you're ehanged forever. The letter "M" is stamped on your driver's
license right next to your sex & weight as if "motorcycle” was just

SAFETY
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COLD! On a Motorcycle( cont 6d)

another of your physical characteristicsé
condition.

But when warm weather finally does come around, all those cold
shaps & rainstorms are paid in full because a summer is worth any
price.

A motorcycle is not just a two-wheeled car; the difference between
driving a car & climbing onto a motorcycle is the difference between
watching TV & actually living your life. We spend all our time sealed
in boxes - & cars are just the dolling boxes6that shuffle us from
dome-boxd to dvork-boxd to &tore-boxd  Ieacké the whole time
entombed in stale air, temperature regulated, sound insulated, &
smelling of carpets.

On a motorcycle | know I'm alive! When | ride, even the familiar
seems strange & glorious. The air has weight & substance as | push
through it, & its touch is as intimate as water to a swimmer. | feel the
cool wells of air that pool under trees, & the warm spokes of sun that
fall through them. | can see everything in a sweeping 360° - up, down
& around, wider than Pana-Visioné &IMAXé &unrestricted by
ceiling or dashboard.

Sometimes | even hear music. It's like hearing phantom telephones
in the shower or false doorbells when vacuuming - the pattern-loving
brain, seeking signals in the noise, raises acoustic ghosts out of the
wind's roar. But on a motorcycle | hear whole songs - rock 'n roll,
dark orchestras, women's voices, all hidden in the air, & released by
speed.

At 30 mph & up, smells become uncannily vivid. All the individual
tree-smellsé  &lower-smellsé  &rass-smells flit by like chemical
notes in a great plant symphony.

Sometimes, the smells evoke memories so strongly that it's as
though the past hangs invisible in the air around me, wanting only the
most casual of rumbling time machines to unlock it. A ride on a
summer afternoon can border on the rapturous.

The sheer volume & variety of stimuli is like a bath for my nervous
system, an electrical massage for my brain, a systems check for my
soul. It tears smiles out of me: a minute ago | was dour, depressed,
apathetic, numb. But now, on two wheels, big, ragged, windy smiles
flap against the side of my face, billowing out of me like air from a
decompressing plane.

Transportation is only a secondary function. A motorcycle is a joy
machine. It's a machine of wonders, a metal bird, a motorized
prosthetic. It's lighté  &arké  &hinyé  &dirtyé  &warmé
coldé lapping over each other; it's a conduit of grace, a catalyst for
bonding the gritty & the holy.

| still think of myself as just another rider, but by now I've had a
handful of bikes over a couple dozen years & slept under my share of
bridges. | wouldn't trade one second of either the good times or the
misery. Learning to ride was one of the best things I've ever done.

Cars lie to us & tell us we're safe, powerful, & in control. The air-
conditioning fans murmur empty assurances & whisper, "Sleep,
sleep." Motorcycles tell us a more useful truth: we are small &
exposed, & probably moving too fast for our own good, but that's no
reason not to enjoy every minute of the ride.

Submitted by: Michael "Wizard" Gray, 1st Officer i SCRC Fort
Smith Crossing Chapter 532

o maybe a mental

Ethanol i Dond You Just Love It!

Not sure how you feel about gasoline with 10% ethanol additive,
but | think it SUCKS! And in several respects! Now | am no expert,
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but | did a |Iittle researché
Of course you realize that ethanol is basically just grain alcohol -
some synonyms include: Ethyl Alcohol; Ethyl Hydrate; Ethyl

Hydroxide; Fermentation Alcohol; Grain Alcohol; Methylcarbinol;
Molasses Alcohol; Spirits of Wine.

Remember fifgasohol o
making 6émuscle carsd)?
now.

Ethanol absorbs water making it highly corrosive to steel. And its
flashpoint is only 55A F! So EMT®G
new type of issue to deal with. Ethanol is a polar solvent which
requires alcohol type concentrate (ATC) foam to fight it effectively.

t he
i s& wh

back in
That

Water does notworki it only dilutes the et
the potential to burn! And you would need 3-4 times ATC used to
extinguish a gasoline fire of the same size.

It has been determined that adding 10% ethanol increases the
octane by 3 points. Then how does that reduce my fuel mileage? And
at 190% proof, they need to be bottling the stuff instead!

If we look at either the producer&c onsumer si de, it

Producer side: takes corn away from world food source driving up
comr el ated food costs, Ahi dden ¢
originally anticipated, takes away from world H>.O source (takes
approx 1-1/4 gals fresh H,O to make 1 gal ethanol).

Consumer side: reduced vehicle fuel mileage (reduced 10% or
more) resulting in spending more at the pump, this also results in
your engine wearing out prematurely.

And very soon (if not already) they are getting ready to increase
the ethanol additive to a 15% level! And they expect up to a 30%
reduction in fuel mileage because of it. | am curious what else it will
do to our engines (cage or cycle) then? | invite you to do some
homework on this matter.

BUT T i t is good
down!o

0 !

forlGrabe same wuali

NEW Map of SCRC Nation

David Miller, 2™ Officer of Greater Raleigh Chapter #70, has
started a map for all of the SCRC chapters. It can be linked to a web
page or forum. The starting point is SCRC Memphis Chapter 000.

If all officers log in & added a marker, it would grow & show all of
the chapters in the SCRC in the world. This would be a big help for
potential new members to select the nearest chapter to them. A

& chapter forum or web page link can be added in the comments just

like Google.

Your chapter officers can add your chapter i an email was sent to
all officerg_with login info. Officers - do not give out the password.

Logirg(u}%; left corner of the map is an add marker link) to add info.
Then paintto a place on the map (or the easiest way is to put in a zip
code),;~& in'the comments section of the marker you can add your
chapter webfpage or forum url. And you can even upload your
chapter patch/design (if you have one).

This‘issa great map - it can be use for the whole world, not just the
USAChecki t out on the | ast pageé &

http:Awwi.communitywalk.com/map/index/919440

Send-your-SCRC news to: news@southerncruisers.net | will try to
get it“a-newsletter soon. Please note i promotions for your events
(other “than.:from the SCRC calendar) will not be included in the
newsletter. Promote those via forums, fliers, etc.

| am Southérn Cruisers! And so are YOU!
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